
 
 

Topic Year 3 – Summer Curriculum Overview 

Science Forces and Magnets 

This unit gives children experience of forces, including attraction and repulsion between magnets, compression 

and stretching of springs and stretching of elastic bands. They learn that these forces have direction and can 

vary in size. They also learn which materials are attracted to magnets. 

Experimental and investigative work focuses on: 

● making simple predictions 

● planning what evidence to collect 

● Interpreting evidence and using it to draw conclusions. 

Work in this unit also offers many opportunities to relate science to everyday things eg magnets for toys and 
household appliances, and to discuss sorting materials for recycling. 

 

Light 

This unit introduces the relationship between light, an object and the formation of shadows. Children observe 

the apparent movement of the Sun and the associated changes in shadows. 

Experimental and investigative work focuses on: 

▪ making and recording measurements and observations 

▪ drawing conclusions 

▪ suggesting explanations for observations and conclusions. 

Work in this unit also offers children opportunities to explain shadows using scientific knowledge and to 

recognise the hazards and risks in looking at the Sun. 

ART Islamic Geometry Patterns 

In this Unit children will learn how to make Islamic geometric patterns. Children will become familiar with 

using compasses to make overlapping circles. Children will learn how to use squares vertical and horizontal lines 

to make various different geometric patterns.  

 

Designing and Making Pizzas 

Pupils will be taught to:  

 

• Develop more than one design or adaptation of an initial design.  

• Plan a sequence of actions to make a product.  

• Record the plan by drawing using annotated sketches.  

• Think ahead about the order of their work and decide upon tools and materials.  

• Propose realistic suggestions as to how they can achieve their design ideas.  

Computing Online Safety 

In this unit, children are introduced to email and other forms of online communication. They will look at how to 

write and send emails, as well as how to decide if an email is safe to open. They will build on their existing 

knowledge of cyberbullying and how to deal with unkind behaviour online. The use and importance of privacy 

settings is introduced and children will discuss the types of information we should not share online. 

 

History/R.E. 

 

Why did Henry VIII have six wives? 

In this unit children find out about the Tudors through the story of Henry VIII's marriages. They develop 

their ability to use written and pictorial sources, ask and answer questions, give reasons for actions and 

identify changes. 

 

Christianity 

In this unit children will learn some of the ways in which Christians show that they belong to Christianity. They 



 
 

 

 

will also learn that we all belong to different groups. Through discussion we will talk about places and objects 

which are special to them. We will learn why Christians visit the church and link this to special places we go to. 

 

PSHCE Its My Body 

This unit, entitled It’s My Body, explores the choices children can make about looking after their bodies. The 

lessons look at making safer choices about their bodies, sleep and exercise, diet, cleanliness and substances. 

Children will learn facts about each of these areas and learn strategies on how to manage them. The message 

of choice and consent runs through the unit and children are encouraged to get help from trusted adults when 

necessary. 

Be Yourself 

This unit is inspired by the idea that it is important to have confidence to be yourself. It aims to enable 

children to identify their strengths and achievements as well as help them to recognise different emotions 

they experience. In this unit, children will also explore how to express their thoughts and feelings respectfully 

and how to be assertive when in uncomfortable situations. 

Children will also have an opportunity to explore the influence of the media in how we view ourselves and 

analyse the reality of these messages. The unit ends with the children exploring how to make things right when 

we make mistakes and the importance of learning from these. 

 

P.E Dodgeball 

This Dodgeball unit focuses on the main attacking and defending skills needed to play the popular invasion 

game of dodgeball. Children will be learning dodgeball-specific throwing and catching ball skills, as well as 

different methods and techniques used to dodge the ball, including jumping, ducking and sidestepping. They will 

learn about the rules of dodgeball, as well as some tactics that will help them in a game scenario. 

Striking and fielding games (2) 

In this unit children learn how to hit or strike the ball into spaces, so that they can score runs in different 

ways. When fielding, they learn how to work together to keep the batters' scores down. 

In all games activities, children have to think about how they use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the 

opposition. In striking and fielding games, players achieve this by striking a ball and trying to deceive or avoid 

fielders, so that they can run between wickets or around bases to score runs. When fielding, they try to 

prevent runs or points being scored. 

Mathematics Year 3 will be solving one-step and two-step word problems and multiplication facts for the 2, 3,4,5,6 and 

10,11,12 times tables and the related division facts. Year 3 will be revisiting whole numbers, multiples of 5 and 

multiples of 10. They will solve word problems involving ‘real life’ and money. Year 3 will also learn multiplying 

one and two digit numbers by multiples of 10 and 100 and two digit numbers as well as dividing a two digit 

number by a one digit number. Rounding numbers to the nearest 10 or 100 and rounding to estimate a sum or 

difference. 

 

Literacy 

 

During the summer term year 3 will be looking at different types of writing. For instance writing stories, 

poems and poems. They will also be covering comprehension and looking at pronouns. Year 3 will explore making 

storyboards along with making flow charts. They will explore how to use speech marks within their writing and 

how to join sentences. Year 3 will explore homonyms and identify the difference between fiction and non-

fiction books. Year 3 will be using information books to create their own information books. 


